DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

sentiments and the like abominations in the eyes
of Bismarck ; so I am labelled ' suspicious * and
' dangerous5 by the clique who are all-powerful
now.35 . . . And then the true nobility and bigness
of her nature reasserted itself. She brushed all per-
sonal bitterness aside and added : " After all it is
only sometimes that I boil over with annoyance, as I
usually feel how much greater and better and more
useful people than I am have been continually
attacked and abused more from ignorance than evil
intention. So one ought to make every allowance
for people's different tactics, views and opinions.
Tout comprendre c'est tout pardonner, and one must learn
the hard lesson of being tolerant to the intolerant,
which I try very hard to learn."1

Throughout September and October the Grown
Prince held his own. Mackenzie told his wife that
he was satisfied with his progress and that if he
obeyed orders, avoiding cold and damp and using
his voice as little as possible, he might be quite well
in three or four months. But it is doubtful whether
at heart she shared this optimism. She would have
cared very little for what Berlin was saying about
her, if she had been convinced that by following
Mackenzie's treatment he would soon be a strong
and healthy man again.

They moved from the Italian lakes to San Remo,
and at once a new growth appeared in the Grown
Prince's throat. Mackenzie was sent for and told him
that it looked malignant. The news was telegraphed
to Berlin and the Emperor sent Prince William with

1 Mary Ponsonby, p. 259.
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